Professor Weatherall began by saying that he was very aware of the dangers of trying to cover an enormous subject in half an hour but he would try and give us a bird's eye view of molecular medicine, and cone it down on one or two areas in a little bit more detail. He started with the proposition that in the next 25 years there would be a change in medical research which will take investigation from 'whole patient physiology' to the analysis of diseases at the cellular and molecular level. 
In the mid-1970s some quite extraordinary things happened, techniques became available which made it possible to look at human genes in detail. 
